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WE CLAIM : , ' 

!• A n^ethod of preventing or reducing immune coagulation 

caused by a viriis comprising administering an effective amount of an 
inhibitor of a nuclfeocapsid gene (N-gene) or protein (N-protein) to an 
animal in need therec 

2 - A method According to claim 1 wherein the virus is a hepatitis 
virus. 

3 - A method according to claim 2 wherein the hepatitis virus is 
capable of inducing fgl-2. 

4 * A method according |bo claim 1 wherein the inhibitor of the N- 

protein is an antibody that binds^to the N-protein or domain I of the N- 
protein. 

5 - A method according to claim 1 wherein the inhibitor of the N- 
gene is an antisense oligonucleotide that\is complimentary to a nucleic acid 
sequence from the N-gene. 

6 - A method of inducing immune coagulation comprising 
administering an effective amount of a N-ftrotein, domain I of the N- 
protein, or gene to an animal in need thereof. 

7 - A composition for use in inhibiting prV:oagulant activity in an 
animal comprising (a) an antibody specific for a N-Wotein or domain I of 
the N-protein; (b) or antisense nucleic acid molecules Complimentary to the 
N-protein gene. 
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8 * A composition for use in inducing procoagulant activity in an 

animal comprising! a nucleic acid sequence encoding N-protein or domain I 
of N-protein; or anW-protein or domain 1 of N-protein in admixture with a 
suitable diluent or carrier. 

5 9 - A vaccinae against a virus causing immune coagulation 

comprising an amounA of an N-protein or peptide which is effective to 
induce an immune response against N-protein. 
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10 * A vaccine for\treating or preventing viral hepatitis comprising 

an effective amount of an N-protein or peptide in admixture with a suitable 
diluent or carrier. 



.is*:. 



H* A method of preventing or reducing immune coagulation 

caused by a virus comprising Vadministering an effective amount of an 
inhibitor of LF-A1 gene or protfefr\ t^an animal in need thereof. 



12. 

15 virus. 



A method according tA claim 11 wherein the virus is a hepatitis 



13. A method according to claim 11 wherein the inhibitor of the 

LF-A1 protein is an antibody that binds to\he LF-A1 protein. 
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14. A method according to claim 1 ^herein the inhibitor of LF-A1 

protein is an antisense oligonucleotide that is\ complimentary . to the LF-A1 
binding element of the promoter region of the M-2 gene. 



15- A method according to claim ll 1 

LF-A1 gene is an antisense oligonucleotide 
nucleic acid sequence from the LF-A1 gene. 



rein the inhibitor of the 
is complimentary to a 
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16 * A method of inducing immune coagulation comprising 

administering an effectiv^ amount of a LF-A1 protein or gene to an animal 
in need thereof. 

17. A composition for use in inhibiting procoagulant activity in an 

animal comprising (a) an c&tibody specific for a LF-A1 protein; (b) or 
antisense nucleic acid molecu\^/ complimentary to the LF-A1 protein gene; 
or (c) antisense nucleic acid molecules complimentary to the LF-A1 binding 
element of the promoter region of \he fgl-2 gene 

18 * A composition for use iA inducing procoagulant activity in an 

animal comprising a nucleic acid sequence encoding LF-A1 protein or an LF- 
Al protein in admixture with a suitable abluent or carrier. 




